Isolation of islets of Langerhans from the weanling pig.
A simple method for the isolation of porcine islets of Langerhans is described. The technique, based on sequential collagenase digestion and density gradient separation through Percoll at unit gravity, produces islets which secrete insulin in response to glucose stimulation in static incubation, show bi-phasic release of insulin when perifused with 16 mM glucose, and can be maintained in culture for six weeks.